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August 9, 2022

Dear Parent or Guardian,

Welcome to the Buckeye Union High School and Arizona GEAR UP 5E Partnership. Together, we will
work hard to help your child plan for life after high school and open doors to post-secondary
opportunities.

What is GEAR UP?

GEAR UP stands for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs. We select
high schools and provide FREE services to students and their families to develop plans based on the 5E’s
of Equity, which engage, empower, elevate, and enrich students and help them achieve success after
high school, whether it is a 4-year university, community college, technical school, or other career
pathway. GEAR UP believes every student deserves educational opportunities after high school, and
every student and family should receive information and support to pursue all opportunities.

What services does GEAR UP provide?

At Buckeye Union High School, GEAR UP provides Coaches, which help GEAR UP students succeed.
Coaches support students academically with things like mentoring, tutoring, and enrichment programs.
They also provide opportunities for students to learn about colleges and technical schools through
college visits, career fairs, and workshops. The best part is Coaches will be in the school every day to
support students and arrange for services and activities in each grade level, 9™ — 12,

One of GEAR UP’s signature services is our Postsecondary Education Planning Session (PEPS). Coaches
meet individually with students to help them discover and discuss their career interests, and then learn
what it takes to achieve these goals. PEPS is closely coordinated with ECAP (Education and Career Action
Planning), which is a similar process students go through at school to make sure they are taking the right
courses to reach their future goals.

GEAR UP is looking forward to providing support to students upon their return in the fall. Coaches will
also be distributing a Senior Launch Guide to seniors. The Senior Launch Guide provides a resource to
help students through the steps required senior year to successfully launch into life after graduation.
The guide includes easy checklists for students based on their plans after high school, whether that is a
4-year university, 2+2 transfer plan, community college, technical school, military, or workforce. The
guide also includes help completing the FAFSA, applying for scholarships and jobs, selecting, and
applying to colleges, and much more.

We are also excited about our continued partnership with Student Success Agency (SSA). As your
student finishes up 11" and 12 grade, they can sign-up for support from SSA for free. SSA provides
one-on-one support to students in the way of an “Agent.” The “Agent” provides wisdom, support, and
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guidance during the student’s senior year and through the first year of college. Your high school will be
emailing and posting information about how your child can learn about SSA.

How can families get involved in GEAR UP?

GEAR UP plans events for families and students to learn what it takes to achieve high school goals and
plan for the future. GEAR UP arranges family activities at convenient times so please check out
upcoming GEAR UP communications to save the dates.

GEAR UP looks forward to supporting your student. Please contact us with any questions or if you need
more information.

Sincerely,

KenJuan Lockhart Mindy Seymour

Gear Up Coach Gear Up Coach

Buckeye Union High School Buckeye Union High School

Grades 9 & 11 Grades 10 & 12

KenJuan.Lockhart@buhsd.org Melinda.Seymour@buhsd.org

623-269-1138 Office Phone 623-269-1139 Office Phone

623—512—6161 Work Cell 623-293-6126 Work Cell
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Jayme Arrieta

Gear Up Director

Buckeye Union High School District
jarrieta@buhsd.org

623-269-1016 Office Phone
623-341-3960 Work Cell
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Estimado Padre o Tutor,

Bienvenidos al programa de Buckeye Union High School y Arizona GEAR UP 5E. Juntos, ayudaremos a su
hijo(a) a planear para su vida después de la preparatoria y ofrecerle oportunidades para seguir su
educacién superior.

éQué es GEAR UP?

GEAR UP, significa “Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (Obteniendo
Conocimiento y Preparacion Temprana Para Programas de Licenciatura). Elegimos a preparatorias (high
schools) para ofrecerles servicios a estudiantes y a sus familias enfocandonos en las 5E’s de Equidad —
donde establecemos relaciones, empoderamos, elevamos, y enriquecemos el sistema educativo para
gue los estudiantes tengan éxito en sus estudios superiores ya sea universidad, colegio comunitario,
escuela técnica, las fuerzas armadas o la fuerza laboral. GEAR UP cree que cada estudiante merece
oportunidades de estudio después de high school, y ellos y sus familias deben recibir informacién para
conseguir esas oportunidades.

é¢Qué tipo de servicios proporciona GEAR UP?

En Buckeye Union High School, GEAR UP proporciona Coordinadores “Coaches” del Programa. Los
Coaches — coordinan servicios para apoyar a los estudiantes académicamente - tales como mentores,
tutores, talleres de habilidades de estudio y programas de enriquecimiento. También ofrecen
oportunidades para que los estudiantes conozcan acerca de universidades y futuras opciones de carrera
a través de visitas a universidades, ferias de carreras y talleres, etc. Lo mejor es que los Coaches estaran
en su escuela diariamente para apoyar y coordinar servicios para los estudiantes de grados 9 a 12.

Un servicio de marca de GEAR UP es una Sesion de Planeacién de Educacion Postsecundaria
(Postsecondary Education Planning Session - PEPS). Los Coaches se retinen con cada estudiante para
ayudarles a descubrir y analizar sus intereses y metas de carrera y aprender lo que se necesita para
lograr sus metas. Durante los afios de high school, PEPS esta coordinado muy de cerca con ECAP
(Education and Career Action Planning), (Planeacion de Accion para Educaciéon y Carrera), el cual es un
proceso similar dirigido por consejeros de high school.

Aunque el afo pasado haya sido dificil debido a la pandemia del COVID-19, el programa de GEAR UP
espera brindar apoyo a todos los estudiantes cuando regresen a clases en agosto. Los Coaches de GEAR
UP van a repartir un libro llamado Senior Launch Guide a todos los estudiantes de ultimo afo. Senior
Launch Guide, que también esta disponible por linea en azgu.info/srguide. Este guia es un recurso con
informacidn para que los estudiantes planeen sus siguientes pasos después de high school —ya sea
universidad, colegio, escuela técnica, fuerzas armadas, o fuerza laboral.
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También estamos emocionados por nuestra colaboracién con Student Success Agency (SSA). Su hijo(a)
de grados 11 y 12 podran inscribirse sin costo para recibir el apoyo de un mentor de SSA. Los mentores
de SSA dan apoyo personal a cada estudiante contestando preguntas sobre su preparacidn para estudios
superiores, ofreciendo tutoria, y dan apoyo académico. Su escuela compartira mds informacién sobre
como se pueden inscribir en sus paginas, redes sociales, y por correo electrénico.

¢Como pueden las familias involucrarse en GEAR UP?

GEAR UP proporciona oportunidades a través de eventos familiares y talleres para estudiantes y
familias, para aprender juntos acerca de lo que se necesita para tener éxito en la escuela ahora y
planear para su futuro — favor de revisar las comunicaciones para aprender acerca del programay
eventos futuros.

El programa de GEAR UP espera poder apoyar a su hijo/a. Por favor no dude en contactarnos con sus
preguntas o si le gustaria recibir mds informacién.

Sinceramente,

KenJuan Lockhart Mindy Seymour

Gear Up Coach Gear Up Coach

Buckeye Union High School Buckeye Union High School
Grades 9 & 11 Grades 10 & 12
KenJuan.Lockhart@buhsd.org Melinda.Seymour@buhsd.org
623-269-1138 Office Phone 623-269-1139 Office Phone

623-512-6161 Work Cell 623-293-6126 Work Cell
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Jayme Arrieta

Gear Up Director

Buckeye Union High School District
jarrieta@buhsd.org

623-269-1016 Office Phone
623-341-3960 Work Cell
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